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Course description.
Taking into consideration the significant role of the EU both in international and European political agenda the course introduces students to basic theoretical and practical aspects of the EU external relations with special attention to the experience of the V4 Group countries. With the EU historical enlargement eastwards and the internal transformation (the implementation of the Lisbon Treaty), the EU has more tools than ever before to strengthen its foreign policy dimension, including President of the European Council, the EU external service and EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy. Naturally, such developments strengthen the debates as to the new role of the EU in the post-bipolar world, some scholars have even labeled Europe a second superpower. At our classes we will begin with the overview of the main approaches as to the estimation of the new EU’s role (concepts of ‘civilian power Europe’, ‘normative power Europe’ and ‘normative hegemon’).

During the first module we shall analyze the institutional mechanisms of the EU’s external relations and a diverse set of EU external policies ranging from diplomatic, soft security issues to military transformations and regional policies. Special attention shall be paid on the EU’s relationship with the US and NATO. 
In a second step we will focus specifically on the contribution of the Visegrad states to the EU foreign policy implementation: Czech, Polish and Hungarian approaches as to the EU regional policy (Balkan policy, European Neighborhood Policy, Eastern Partnership, relations with Ukraine). These topics will be considered in light of the current conflict in Ukraine and other major developments, as they arise throughout the semester. 

Course goals.
By the end of the course students should have:

· an understanding of the new role of the EU in the post-bipolar system of international relations and the key debates that surround this issue.
· A comprehension of the enlargement process eastwards and its influence on the EU new international role.
· an ability to explain and evaluate the mechanisms and peculiarities of operating the EU Common Foreign and Security policy, the Common Security and Defense Policy including EU civilian and military operations. 
· An understanding of the position of the member-states (with special attention towards the Visegrad Group countries) on the main issues of the EU external affairs (relations with the US and NATO, European security issues, relations with world and regional powers (China, Japan, India, Russia etc.), EU regional policies and global agenda (development aid, environmental issues, UN and other international organisations).
· a solid comprehension of the role and contribution of the Visegrad group countries to the elaboration of the new EU international agenda (EU policy towards the Balkan states, European Neighborhood policy and Eastern Partnership).
· An ability to evaluate the relations of Ukraine with the EU and its member-states (mainly the Visegrad Goup countries) as well as the issues that might improve this cooperation in the future.
· a completed research paper that focuses on a policy area of specific interest to each student.
Final evaluation and assignments.
The students are expected to comply with the following major requirements to pass the course:

1) Active participation in class discussions (seminars): The attendance in all sessions is obligatory, no absences are allowed (except as defined by the university rules). In the seminars the students must contribute to the debate through participation in the group work and by commenting upon the work of other groups. Overall value 40%.
2) A research paper on a topic related to the course: The students will write a short final essay focused on a topic obviously related to the course content. The choice of topic must be approved by the lecturer. Overall value 40%.

3) Final credit: 20%
Class schedule.

The course consists of 26 classes (52 academic hours):  17 lectures and 9 seminars.
Part I. Elaboration and development of the EU foreign policy.
Lecturer: Dr.Mironova Margarita (Institute of International Relations, Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, Ukraine)

Lecture 1. The main debates as to the EU International Role (2 acad. hours)
· ‘Civilian Power Europe’ concept
· ‘Normative Power Europe’ concept
· ‘Normative Hegemon’ concept
Seminar 1. 
· The first projects of political integration in the EEC 
· Peculiarities of the European Political Cooperation 

Lecture 2. The problem of reforming the EU ‘second pillar’: from Maastricht treaty to the Lisbon treaty modifications (2 acad. hours).
Lecture 3. Development of the EU Common Security and Defense Policy (2 acad. hours).
· Conceptual basis of the EU military and political cooperation

· Institutional structure of the EU CSDP, civilian and military capabilities
· Experience of the EU military and civilian operations. 

· EU-NATO relationship 
Seminar 2. Transformation of Transatlantic Relations (2 acad. hours).
· EU-US political dialogue
· Security issues of transatlantic relations 
· Trade and economy 
· Bilateral dimension (US relations with the members of the EU) 
Seminar 3. The EU enlargement agenda, relationship with the candidate countries (2 acad. hours).
· EU-Turkey relations 
· EU policy towards the Western Balkans states
Lecture 4. The EU relations with the main powers (2 acad. hours).
· EU-Asia dialogue. The EU relations with China and Japan 
· The EU policy towards Russian Federation 
· EU-Latin America dialogue 
Lecture 5. EU regional policy (2 acad. hours).
· European Neighborhood Policy 
· Union for Mediterranean 
· Eastern Partnership 
Seminar 4. EU global agenda (2 acad. hours).
· Development aid
· Environmental issues
· Humanitarian aspects, human rights protection
· Relations with UN and other international organizations
Lecture 6. EU-Ukraine relations (2 acad. hours).
· Evaluation of bilateral relations 
· Institutional and legal mechanism 
· The problems of Implementing the Association Agreement 
· Security and energy dialogue 
Seminar 5. The role of the EU and the position of its member-states as to the Ukrainian crisis (2 acad. hours). 
Suggested readings 

1. European Security and Defence Policy. The First 10 years (1999-2009)/ ed. by G.Grevi, D.Helly and D.Keohane.- Paris: EU Institute for Security Studies, 2009. 

2. Missiroli A. The Impact of the Lisbon Treaty on the ESDP.-Brussels: European Parliament, 2008. 

3.  What Ambitions for European Defence in 2020? / ed. By A. de Vasconcelos.- Paris: EU Institute for Security Studies, 2009.

4. Huff A. The role of EU defence policy in the Eastern neighbourhood.// Occasional paper.- European Union: Institute for Security Studies.- May 2011. 

5. The Agenda for the EU-US strategic partnership/ ed. by Álvaro de Vasconcelos.- European Union: Institute for Security Studies.- August 2011

6. The Western Balkans and the EU: ‘the hour of Europe’// Chaillot papers.- European Union: Institute for Security Studies.- No 126. –June 2011.

7. Moravcsik, “Europe, the Second Superpower,” Current History, March 2010. 
8. Robert Kagan, “Power and Weakness,” Policy Review 113 (June/July 2002), (available at: http://www.policyreview.org/JUN02/kagan.html) 
9. Zaki Laïdi A normative hegemon? The unintended consequences of European power, 2009
10. Ian Manners. Normative Power Europe: A Contradiction in Terms? 2007
11. Hiski Haukkala. A normative power or a normative hegemon? The EU and its European Neighbourhood Policy, 2007.
12. Європейський Союз на сучасному етапі: структурні зміни та стратегія розвитку/ В.В.Копійка, Т.І.Шинкаренко, М.А.Миронова. - К.:Знання, 2010. 

13. Копійка В.В., Шинкаренко Т.І. Європейський Союз: історія і засади функціонування. – К. Знання, 2009.

14. Україна та Європейський Союз/ В.В.Копійка, В.А.Манжола, Н.М.Весела. - К.:Знання, 2012. 

15. Україна в європейському безпековому просторі/ В.А.Манжола, О.Л.Хилько, С.О.Божко.- К.: Видавничо-поліграфічний центр «Київський університет», 2012. 

16. Європейський Союз: економіка, політика, право. Енциклопедичний словник/ Редкол.: В.В.Копійка (голова) та ін.- К.: Видавничо-поліграфічний центр «Київський університет, 2011.
17. Троицкий М.А. Трансатлантический союз. Модернизация системы американо-европейского партнерства после распада биполярности. 1991-2004. М.: Научно-образовательный форум по международным отношениям, 2004.

Part II. Poland’s foreign and European policy.
25-28 September 2017
Lecturer: Dr. Andrzej Szeptycki (Institute of International Relations of the University of Warsaw, Poland)

Lecture 1. Evolution of Poland’s foreign policy (1989 – 2017) (2 acad. hours).
Main questions and outlines

· Poland within the communist bloc

· The evolution of Poland’s international environment (1989 – 1991)

· Towards the membership in the Western community

Questions for student’s control

· What were the main features of the Polish foreign policy before 1989?

· How did the transformation of international environment in 1989 – 1991 influence the Polish foreign policy?

· What were the main priorities of the Polish diplomacy since 1989?

Topics for essays

· The “Ukrainian question” in the communist Poland

· The establishment of diplomatic relations between Poland and Ukraine

· Poland and Ukraine since 1989 – 1991: two different paths of development

Lecture 2. Poland in the European Union (2 acad. hours).
Main questions and outlines

· The accession to the EU

· The priorities of Poland’s European policy

· Membership in the EU: opportunities and challenges

Questions for student’s control

· What were the main stages of the accession process of Poland to the EU?

· What are the priorities of the Polish policy within the EU?

· What are the costs and benefits of Poland’s membership in the EU

Topics for essays

· Ukraine’s integration into the EU: the role of Polish experience

· The influence of Poland’s membership in the EU on the Polish-Ukrainian relations

· The accession of Poland to the Schengen zone and its consequences for Ukraine

Lecture 3. Poland and the main EU partners (2 acad. hours).
Main questions and outlines

· France and Germany

· The Visegrad Group

· The Baltic states

Questions for student’s control

· Why is Germany the principal partner of Poland in Europe?

· What is role of the Visegrad Group in the Polish foreign policy?

· Can you describe the relations of Poland with Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia?

Topics for essays

· The Weimar Triangle and Ukraine

· The Visegrad Group and Ukraine

· The war in Donbas: Poland versus the “Normandy format”

Lecture 4. Poland’s security policy (2 acad. hours).
Main questions and outlines

· Polish-US relations

· NATO as the main guarantee of Poland’s security

· Polish engagement in the operations in Afghanistan and Iraq

Questions for student’s control

· Why are the United States the principal partner of Poland in the world?

· What has been the attitude of Poland towards the European/Common Security and Defense Policy?

· What were the costs and benefits of Poland’s participation in the operations in Afghanistan and in Iraq?

Topics for essays

· Polish-Ukrainian defense cooperation

· The role of Poland in US – Ukrainian relations

· Ukraine’s relations with NATO: the role of Polish experience

Seminar 1. Poland’s Eastern policy (2 acad. hours).

Main questions and outlines

· Main priorities of Poland’s Eastern policy

· Relations with Russia, Ukraine, Belarus

· The Eastern Partnership

Questions for student’s control

· What are the main issues dividing Poland and Russia?

· What are the main strengths and weaknesses of Polish-Ukrainian relations?

· How could you characterize Polish-Belarusian relations?

Topics for essays

· The Eastern Partnership and Ukraine

· Poland and the Russian-Ukrainian military conflict

· Poland’s Eastern policy: romantic or pragmatic?

Suggested readings

1. Roman Kuźniar, Poland's foreign policy after 1989, Warsaw, Scholar, 2009 

2. Stanisław Bieleń (ed.), Poland’s Foreign Policy in the 21st Century, Warsaw, Difin, 2011

3. “Yearbook of Polish Foreign Policy” (Polish Institute of International Affairs”, www.ceeol.org)

4. Artur Adamczyk, Kamil Zajączkowski (eds.), Poland in the European Union : adjustment and modernization : lessons for Ukraine, Warsaw :  Centre for Europe - University of Warsaw ;  Lviv :  Faculty of International Relations - Ivan Franko National University,  2012

5. Agnieszka Bieńczyk-Missala, Human rights in Polish foreign policy after 1989, Warsaw, Polish Institute of International Affairs, 2006

6. Roman Kuźniar (ed.), Poland's security policy 1989-2000, Warsaw,  Scholar, 2001

7. Witold M. Góralski (ed.), Poland-Germany 1945-2007 : from confrontation to cooperation and partnership in Europe : studies and documents, Warsaw :  Polish Institute of International Affairs,  2007

8. Lena Kolarska-Bobińska, Jacek Kucharczyk, Piotr Maciej Kaczyński (eds.), Bridges across the Atlantic? : attitudes of Poles, Czechs and Slovaks towards the United States, Warsaw :  Fundacja Instytut Spraw Publicznych,  2005

9. Kerry Longhurst and Marcin Zaborowski (eds.), The new Atlanticist : Poland's foreign and security policy priorities, London :  Chatham House ;  Malden :  Blackwell Publishing,  2007

10. Dariusz Milczarek, Olga Barburska (eds.) Poland in the European Union : first experiences : selected political, legal and social aspects, Warsaw :  Centre for Europe - University of Warsaw,  2008

11. Katarzyna Pełczyńska-Nałęcz, Dokąd sięgają granice Zachodu? : rosyjsko-polskie konflikty strategiczne 1990-2010. How far do the borders of the West extend? : Russian/Polish strategic conflicts in the period 1990-2010, Warszawa :  Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich im. Marka Karpia,  2010
12. Ilya Prizel, National identity and foreign policy : nationalism and leadership in Poland, Russia and Ukraine, Cambridge :  Cambridge University Press,  1998

13. Jeffrey Simon, Poland and NATO : a study in civil-military relations, Lanham, Rowman & Littlefield Publishers,  2004

Part III. Post-Communist Transformations in V4 countries and 
Foreign Policy of Czech Republic.
20-23 November 2017
Lecturer: Dr. Pavel Pšeja (Department of IR and European Studies, Faculty of Social Studies, Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic)

The class aims to present and to possible extent analyze two interrelated issues: first, the logic of regime changes in Europe at the turn of 1980/90s and their subsequent impact upon the foreign policies of several selected countries. Second, its focus will also be on the particular case of the Czech foreign policy and its major principles, primarily in relation to other post-communist countries and to democracy promotion as the most specific “brand” of the policy. The course will include both the lectures and seminars; however, the students are expected (and encouraged) to actively participate in the in-class debates in all sessions, thus making it possible to consult their ideas and opinions and subject them to critical scrutiny. Upon passing the course, the students should be able to understand the major processes and attitudes that have shaped the regime changes, in general, and the Czech transformation in particular, with a special emphasis upon their international dimension.

Lecture 1. Varieties and Logic of the Communist Regimes in Central Europe (2 acad. hours).
Even when communism always presented itself as a coherent ideology, in practice it tended to acquire various forms. In Central European countries we can witness how these differences contributed to finding various ways from communism and towards democratic transition. This session is to be focused on comparison of developments resulting in democratic changes in Czechoslovakia, Poland and Hungary, thus providing us the opportunity to scrutinize the relation between the specific communist regime in a country and the particular patterns of the political development in the country.
Lecture 2. Changes and Post-Communist Transformations in Czechoslovakia, Poland, and Hungary (2 acad. hours).
This session will pay close attention to various modes of regime changes in Central and Eastern Europe. Moreover, we will compare three particular cases of the post-communist transformations with the aim to apply a double perspective: first, we will scrutinize the relation between the specific communist regime in a country and the particular patterns of the political development in the country after the regime change. Second, we will discuss the similarities and differences of the post-communist politics in these countries so that the students could understand why these can be identified and what interests/norms/principles drive them.

Lecture 3. Logic of Transformation: Comparing CE Experience with the Developments in Post-Soviet Space (2 acad. hours).
Building upon the first session, we will put the experience of the regime change and subsequent transformation in the V4 countries into broader CEE framework. In doing so, we will strive to identify the elements that support/hinder democratization and to what extent these have been present across the region. On this basis, we will aspire to explain why some democratic transitions have been successful while others failed, and suggest what particular methods and tools are employed by the supporters of democratization to tackle the authoritarian tendencies.

Seminar 1: Case Studies of Regime Changes in CE and Beyond (2 acad. hours).
In this seminar, the student will work in groups, each of them discussing an analysis of the regime change in a particular country. They will be encouraged to apply the theoretical knowledge to the realities of the transition so as to provide more in-depth insights into each case.

Seminar 2. Czech Foreign Policy and its Democracy Promotion (2 acad. hours).
The Czech transition to democracy of the post-communist Czech Republic includes a strong normative element that has resulted in the perception (and practice) of democracy promotion as one of major features of the Czech foreign policy. In this session, the major developments and actors of the policy will be presented, and special emphasis will be placed upon the role of democracy promotion and human rights in the agenda.

Suggested Readings:

1. Bunce, Valerie J., Wolchik, Sharon L.. Defeating Authoritarian Leaders in Postcommunist Countries. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010.

2. Cabada, Ladislav, Waisová Šárka. Czechoslovakia and the Czech Republic in World Politics. New York: Lexington Books, 2011.

3. Klingemann, Hans-Dieter, Fuchs, Dieter, Zielonka, Jan (eds.). Democracy and Political Culture in Eastern Europe. Abingdon: Routledge, 2006.

4. Linz, Juan J., Stepan, Alfred C.. Problems of Democratic Transition and Consolidation: Southern Europe, South America, and Post-Communist Europe. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996.

5. Ó Beacháin, Donnacha, Polese, Abel (eds.). The Colour Revolutions in the Former Soviet Republics. Successes and Failures. Abingdon: Routledge, 2010.

6. Zielonka, Jan, Pravda, Alex (eds.). Democratic Consolidation in Eastern Europe. International and Transnational Factors. Vol. 2. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001.
Part IV. Hungarian foreign and European policy.
Lecturer: Dr.Mironova Margarita (Institute of International Relations, Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, Ukraine)

Lecture 1. Hungary’s foreign policy (2 acad. hours). 

1. Relations with the U.S., Russia, and other key actors

2. Hungary’s (non-foreign) policy towards and within the European Union 

Lecture 2. Hungary’s involvement in multilateral diplomacy: from Visegrad to the United Nations (2 acad. hours).  

Lecture 3. Hungary’s defence policy: from ideas of neutrality to involvement in Afghanistan  (2 acad. hours).  

Lecture 4. Hungary’s energy policy: from Nagymaros to Paks (2 acad. hours).  

Seminar 1. Social transformation in Hungary since the 1990s: Key trends and issues (2 acad. hours).  
Suggested readings

1. Csáki György (2013): „IMF Loans to Hungary, 1996-2008.” Public Finance Quarterly, 58:1, 95-110.

2. Deets, Stephen (2009): „Constituting Interests and Identities in a Two-Level Game: Understanding the Gabcikovo-Nagymaros Dam Conflict.” Foreign Policy Analysis 5, 37–56.

3. Farkas, Beáta (2011): „The Central and Eastern European model of capitalism.” Post-Communist Economies, 23:1, 15-34.

4. Gille, Zsuzsa (2011): „The Hungarian Foie Gras Boycott: Struggles for Moral Sovereignty in Postsocialist Europe.” East European Politics and Societies, 25:1, 114-128.

5. Jeszenszky Géza (2007): „Hungary’s Foreign Policy Dilemmas after Regaining Sovereignty,” Society and Economy, 29:1, 43-64.

6. Marton, Péter (2012): “The Sources of Visegrád Conduct: A Comparative Analysis of V4 Foreign Policy-Making.” The Polish Quarterly of International Affairs, Vol. 21, No. 4, pp. 7-31.

7. Marton, Péter and Jan Eichler (2013): “Between willing and reluctant entrapment: CEE countries in NATO's non-European missions.”Journal of Communist and Post-Communist Studies, 46:3, pp. 351-362.

8. Rácz András (2005):  „Hungary: A Most Reluctant Ally.” Contemporary Security Policy, Vol. 26, No. 3 (December 2005), pp. 544–557.

9. Rácz András (2011): „A Limited Priority: Hungary and the Eastern Neighbourhood.” Perspectives, 19:2, 143-163.
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